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780 BOOK REVIEWS. 

In a Christian community, then, it is not surprising that Sunday 
should have received the legislative sanction, but from no purpose 
to compel a religious observance. ' ' 

This theory is probably correct and helps explain the laissez faire 
attitude of the United States towards the church, which the author 
brings out sharply. He seems to have thoroughly mastered the 
letter and spirit of the numerous State Consfitutions in this respect, 
and does not make too much of the United States Constitutional 
Amendment that, " Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the exercise thereof." 
Those who do not believe in the state's interfering at all with 
church matters are prone to urge this provision far beyond the 
proper sphere of its application. 

Some of the citations should be more explicit, the proof-reading 
was imperfectly done, and perhaps unnecessary space is devoted to 
the Edgerton Bible decision, in which the author figured. But 
altogether this little volume is well worth its price to anyone deeply 
interested in church affairs. There are nineteen chapters besides 
an appendix. Some of these treat of church law in general ; others 
treat of special matters, as "Church Property, its Tenure and Ex- 
emption from Taxation ; " " Protection of Religious Worship ; ' ' 
"Freedom of Worship in Prisons and Reformatories;" "Ques- 
tions of Church Membership;" "The Church Pew;" "The 
Church Cemetery ; " " Church Records ; " and " Privilege of the 
Pulpit." 
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Cases on the Law of Contracts. By William A. Keener. 
Two Volumes. New York : Baker, Voorhis & Co. 1898. 

This is the largest and most complete case-book on its subject 
that we have yet seen ; it contains nearly nine hundred cases, 
both American and English, " developing the fundamental prin- 
ciples involved in the formation, performance, and discharge ' ' of 
contracts. But the order of the topics treated is not as good as 
that followed in Huifcutt and Woodruff's collection, which adopts 
Anson's division of the subject ; and one or two topics are omitted 
which seem necessary to a complete presentation of the subject, as. 
The Impairment of the Obligation of Contracts by Law. The list 
of cases, while very large, yet does not contain some citations 
which deserve a place in it, as Hertzogv. Hertzog, 29 Pa. 465, a 
leading case on the distinctions between express and implied 
contracts ; Bartholomew v. Jackson, 20 Johns. 28, on the com- 
munication of an offer to the offeree; and Dawkins v. Sappington, 
26 Ind. 199, and Cunningham v. Darby, 10 Pa. 366, on Moral 
Obligation as a Consideration. 
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